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According to a 2022 report commissioned by the European 
Parliament, the German government has been warned that gender 
inequalities are increasing, and that women are paid less than 
men and are overrepresented in part-time work. The report has 
also criticized an ever-increasing likelihood of women’s poverty in 
German society.1

Femicide.
Germany has one of the highest rates of femicide in Europe. 

in December 2021, the number of femicides continues to rise. 
Activists condemn a failure by police to take women’s cases 
seriously enough, as well as legal shortcomings in German law.2

The number of domestic violence victims in Germany has 

majority of them are women. In Germany, one in three women 
experiences physical or sexual abuse in her lifetime. Two out of 
three women who refer to the police after being traumatized by 
gang violence are left with no protection.3
women or girls were killed every hour in 2021 by someone in their 
own family, according to a report published by two UN agencies.4 
“Violence against women remains the most widespread and 
pervasive human rights violation in the world.”, reveals a report 
prepared by 11 UN entities.5

- In 2017, there were 366 female (10) homicide victims, of 
which 40% were femicide victims (n = 147);6

- Between the beginning of 2019 and the end of 2020, 
fourteen women were killed in Berlin, plus another nine in 
Brandenburg;

1. Human Rights Watch 2022
2. https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/reporters/20220304-femicide-in-germany-a-silent-epidemic
3. FRA – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (2019)
4. https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/11/1130962
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6. https://eige.europa.eu/gender-statistics/dgs/indicator/genvio_int_adm_ipv__ipv_indic_9/metadata

3



Discrimination, Inequality & Violence Against 
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- In 2019, 117 women were murdered. 2020 shows an increase 
of 4.9% compared to the previous year;

- In 2019, there were 111 murders and 190 attempted murders 
of women by intimate partners.1

- There were 143,604 domestic violence cases in 2021, up by 
4,711 from 2017.

- 119,164 women and 28,867 men were victims in 2020. This 
is a rise of around 5% from the previous year.2

- In 2020, 139 women were killed.
- In 2021, 80.3% of victims were female, while 78.8% of 

suspects were male.
- Every hour, an average of 13 women suffer intimate partner 

violence.
- Almost every day, a spouse or ex-partner attempts to kill a 

woman.
- A total of 1661 domestic violence victims were reported 

to the police in 2022 across Germany, an 8% increase over 
the pre-COVID era.

- One in three women aged 15 has been subjected to 
either physical or sexual violence.3

- In 2021, police also recorded 870 offenses based on 
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, 164 of 
which were violent crimes.

- Women are disproportionately more likely to become victims 
4

- In 2021, a woman in Germany died at the hands of her 
partner or former partner every two-and-a-half days.

- In Germany, there is, on average, one reported attempted 
homicide of a woman every single day.

1. The statistics were provided by the Federal Office for Criminal Investigations.
2. That’s according to the latest figures from the German federal criminal police office (BKA).
3. https://www.slowtravelberlin.com/domestic-violence-in-berlin/
4. https://www.dw.com/en/germany-cracks-down-on-gender-based-violence/a-62567153
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- In 2021, 510.3 of 100,000 females in Germany aged 14 
to 18 years were victims of crimes against sexual self-
determination in Germany.1

- In 2021, a total of 677 gang rapes were recorded last year, up 
from 300 in 2018.2

- In 2022, 113 women were killed by their partners.3

Domestic Violence
The rate of domestic violence in Germany is two percent higher 

than in the rest of the European Union. In the worst cases of 

- There were 143,604 domestic violence cases in 2021, up by 

higher since many victims are afraid to report domestic 
violence to the police.

- Every hour, an average of 13 women suffer intimate partner 
violence.

- The number of domestic violence victims in Germany has 

majority of them are women.

while 78.8 % of suspects were male.4

having experienced physical and/or sexual violence by a 
current or former partner.

- 8% of female respondents reported sexual violence by a 
partner (EU-average: 7%).

- 50% of respondents reported psychological violence by any 
partner, considerably higher than the EU average of 43%. 

1.https://www.statista.com/statistics/1101441/female-victims-crimes-against-sexual-self-
determination-germany/
2. The appalling figures are released by the Federal Criminal Police Office of Germany.
3. https://newsingermany.com/femicide-when-men-kill-women/
4.https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/domestic-violence-germany-increases-5-years-93909692
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- From 10,264 women aged 16 to 85, at least every fourth 
woman (25%) who ever had an intimate relationship 

partner once or several times.1

- Every fourth woman in Germany has experienced domestic 
violence at least once in her life.

- In 2021, the domestic violence hotline received about 81,600 
reports.2

Rape
- Germany recorded nearly two gang rapes per day in 2021, up 

120% from 2018.
- In 2020 an average of two girls or women were the victims 

of group rape per day, with foreigners composing half of the 
suspected perpetrators.

- From 2009 to 2020, the proportion of non-German suspects 
in group sexual assault cases grew from 29.55% to 41.18%, 
while recorded instances of sexual assault jumped from 35% 
to 50%.3

- Every third woman in Germany has experienced physical 
and/or sexualized violence since the age of 15. Statistically, 
that is more than 12 million women.

- Every day a man tries to kill a woman. Femicide succeeds 
every three days.4

- 14 143,604 people were affected in 2021 in Germany by 
crimes of (attempted) partnership violence. Of these, 
about 80 percent were women.

- 3,604 people were affected by gang violence crimes in 
Germany in 2021. Of these, about 80% were women.

1. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9709540/
2. https://borgenproject.org/womens-rights-in-germany/
3. A few months ago, in March, the German federal government published statistics that showed the 
percentage of foreign suspects in sexual offense cases has sharply risen in the past two decades from 35% 
in 2000 to more than 42% in 2022. 
4. https://eurocities.eu/latest/a-commitment-to-gender-equality/
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- For 3,618 offenses of sexualized violence, the proportion 
of women among the affected was exceptionally high at 
about 97 percent.

- 78.8 percent of the 118,148 suspects for attempted or 
committed crimes of partnership violence were male. Of the 
suspects recorded, 40.4 percent were former relationship 
partners, 32.9 percent were marriage partners, and 30.4 
percent were partners in a civil partnership.

- In 2021, 9,387 of the total 9,986 survivors of rape, sexual 
assault, and sexual coercion were female, and 599 were male.1

- A total of 140,755 people were victims of intimate partner 
violence in 2018. 114,393 (81,3%) victims were female, and 
26.362 (18,7%) male.2

Jobs, Poverty & Homelessness
Women make up the majority of people in Germany who 

experience poverty in old age. Women are less likely to receive a 
lower pension than men.

- In Germany, senior poverty affects 22.4% of people over 80. 
And even more shocking, the majority of them – by a full 9% 
– are women. Not only are more women experiencing senior 
poverty, their average monthly pension is also €300 less than 
it is for men.

- The gender pay gap in Germany dropped to %18 in 2020. 
Women still earn six percent less than men in comparable 

3

- Far fewer women occupy executive-level jobs compared to men.
 Women on supervisory boards remain a clear minority with 

%33 in Germany’s major companies in 2018.4

- 27% of men own stocks, mutual funds, or other securities, 
compared to only 18% of women.

1. The figures were released in 2022 by the Federal Criminal Police Office.
2. https://training.improdova.eu/en/data-and-statistics/data-and-statistics-in-germany/
3. https://www.deutschland.de/en/topic/life/women-in-germany-society-politics-education
4. https://borgenproject.org/womens-rights-in-germany/
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percentage points since 2011, while the share of women has 
only increased by three during the same period.

- Women in Germany only earn half as much as men throughout 
their entire lifetime.1

- In 2010 the share of fathers working part-time was 5.4%, 
while that of mothers was 64.2%. The overall situation did 
not change substantially within ten years.2

- Women in rural areas perform tasks of systemic importance, 

Women manage only 11% of farms in Germany. On top of 

take over farms are women.
- Women in Germany earned an average of 18% less per hour 

than men in 2021.
- Women’s average gross hourly earnings (19.12 euros) were 

4.08 euros lower than men’s (23.20 euros).3

A housing shortage in Germany has left many single and 
retired women with a history of drug and alcohol abuse at risk of 
homelessness and social exclusion.4

- As of 31 January 2022, there were 263,000 people who did 
not have a permanent home. 63% of the homeless were men, 
and 35% were women, while the average age of the homeless 
was 44.5

- In 2022, there were about 300 homeless women in Berlin, 
100 of whom were women with children. In some cases, 
women and children were living in trailers and trucks.

1.https://www.google.com/search?q=Women%27s+poverty+in+Germany&rlz=1C1GCEA_
enIR993IR993&sxsrf=AJOqlzX-_8fSoECXaK306cX8wm3AtlpWMA:1676405717609&source=lnt&tbs=qdr
:y&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1pLD66ZX9AhWv7rsIHRewD1kQpwV6BAgBEBY&biw=1366&bih=657&dpr=1
2. https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2022/03/PE22_N012_12.html
3.https://www.destatis.de/EN/Press/2022/03/PE22_088_621.html#:~:text=Press%20release%20
No.,compared%20with%20the%20previous%20year.
4. https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/projects/stand-out-supports-homeless-women
5. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/government-says-263-000-people-homeless-in-germany/2760142
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