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Discrimination, Inequality & Violence Against
 Women in France

France has one of the highest rates of femicide in Europe.1 
According to the European Parliament, women’s employment and 
wages in France are unfavorable.

Femicide
French society has become profoundly sexist and misogynistic, 

and the unprecedented and ever-increasing rate of femicide, often 
perpetrated by current or former partners, bears testament to this 
fact. France is also one of the European countries with the highest 
rate of femicide per capita. Notably, women aged 65 and over 
comprise a quarter of all femicide victims. Feminist campaigners 
have blasted the French government for failing to protect women 
from gender-based violence, and called for stricter government 
action after three women were allegedly killed by their current or 
former partners on the first day of 2022.

- It is estimated that at least one woman is killed by her partner 
or ex-partner every three days;

- In 2019, 146 women were reported killed by a spouse or 
partner, a 21% increase from the previous year;

- In 2020, 102 women and 23 men were killed2;
- Femicide numbers rose by 20% in 2021, with 122 women 

killed by their partner or ex-husband, compared to 102 the 
previous year;

1. Announcing the appointment of officers specializing in domestic violence to each police station across France, the French 
authorities noted that domestic violence is becoming the primary reason for police and gendarme intervention, with 400,000 
police interventions in 2020. 
2.https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/04/feminist-groups-denounce-french-government-s-silence-after-new-year-s-day-femicides
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- A survey conducted by the French Institute of Public Opinion 
IFOP shows 14% of women call themselves victims of 
domestic violence;

- Domestic violence rate was 9% in 20211; and
- There have been 770 cases of femicide in France since 2016.

Rape
Out of 300,000 rapes committed per year, 60% are committed 

on victims under 11 years old. Furthermore, among victims of 
sexual assault, rape, or sexual harassment under the age of 18, 
more than three-quarters are women. Women with disabilities are 
also at greater risk of violence and sexual assault. In 2018, 7.3% 
of people with disabilities reported experiencing physical and/
or sexual violence in the past two years, compared to 5% with 
no disabilities. Gender and misogynist stereotypes also strongly 
affect minority and immigrant women. Therefore, being a woman 
in France is socially discriminatory.

- Between 2016 and 2021, the police recorded more complaints 
of rape against women in France every year. In 2021, more 
than 30,700 cases were recorded, of which nearly half were 
against minor women;

- In 2021, law enforcement recorded more than 77,300 cases 
of sexual violence in France, 87% of which involved female 
victims. Women are much more affected by sexual violence 
than men. It also appears that the older the victims, the more 
women are represented among them. In the case of rape, a 
little more than three-quarters of the victims under 15 years 
of age were women, but this proportion rose to 94% among 
adult victims2;

- In 2021, the French authorities recorded more than 67,500 
incidents of sexual violence against women. Almost half of 
these incidents were sexual assaults, more than 45% were 

1. https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/france-struggling-to-tackle-violence-against-women/2748376
2. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1270978/share-women-victims-sexual-violence-france-age-type-assault/
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raped, and 5% were sexual harassment. In the case of sexual 
assaults, almost 47% of the victims were under 15 years of 
age at the time of the incident1;

- In 2019, 86% of rape or attempted rape victims recorded 
by the French security forces were women. The proportion 
of men among the perpetrators of these crimes was 98%. 
Regarding sexual harassment, 92% of the victims were 
women, and 96% of the perpetrators were men2;

- In 2021, fewer than 10% of sexual attacks were of this nature, 
and the victims knew over 90% of the attackers. Approximately 
45% of rapes or attempted rapes were committed by the 
victim’s spouse or ex-spouse, while a similar share were 
committed by another person known to the victim3;

- In 2019, 27% of women students in France reported having 
experienced or witnessed a sexual assault that involved the 
influence of alcohol4;

- In 2020, 27,927 people were charged by French law 
enforcement authorities for sexual violence5;

- In 2021, most of the female victims were victims of insults, 
threats, and verbal abuse – irrespective of age. 25.6% of 
victims aged from 18 to 29 were threatened or insulted, and 
14.7% of them were victims of discriminatory behavior6;

- In 2020, four out of five women between the ages of 14 and 24 
who have been harassed in a public space (i.e., 99% of women 
of this age) were harassed for the first time when they were 
minors. For more than half of them, they first experienced 
harassment between the ages of 10 and 14, and for a third, 
between 14 and 187;

1. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1263971/women-victims-sexual-violence-france-age-type-assault/
2. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085506/women-victims-men-perpetrators-sexual-crimes-france-type/
3. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085844/rapes-attempted-suffered-french-women-type-abuser/
4. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085847/french-female-students-victim-witness-sexual-assault-alcohol/
5. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085508/people-indicted-sexual-violence-france-gender-age/
6. https://www.statista.com/statistics/938839/female-victims-of-violence-by-aggression-and-age-france/
7. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1272345/age-first-harassment-public-spaces-young-women-france/
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- In 2020, 99% of women aged 14 to 24 reported having 
experienced a situation of street harassment where someone 
looked at them in an insistent, inappropriate way. Insults and 
words with sexual connotations were experienced by 86% 
of respondents, and more than three-quarters said they had 
been stalked during a trip1; and

- In 2021, the number of victims of homicides related to 
domestic violence amounted to 143. In addition, it appears 
that the women most affected that year were those aged over 
70. Women between 30 and 49 were also among the most at 
risk.2

Domestic Violence
The High Council for Equality between Women and Men has 

sounded the alarm about the high rate of sexual violence reported 
by women in France.

- A recent survey reveals that one-third of women reported 
having been badgered by their partners into sexual acts against 
their will. Around one in seven of the women surveyed say 
men had forced sex on them, and a similar number reported 
having been hit by their partners3;

- In France, one in 10 women suffer physical or sexual violence 
in their lifetime, most often at the hands of a partner or ex-
partner4;

- Five years into the #MeToo movement, French society 
“remains very sexist in all of its spheres”, a government-
created equality watchdog says in its annual report;

- Women are disproportionately subjected to various forms of 
cyber attacks, including violence committed in the digital realm, 
stemming from the exact mechanism of power and control that 
manifests itself in violence against women in the offline world5;

1. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1083363/types-harassment-experienced-young-women-public-space-france/
2. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085513/deaths-domestic-violence-france-age-gender/
3.https://www.france24.com/en/france/20230123-france-still-very-sexist-watchdog-says-as-women-report-widespread-violence
4.https://www.upu.int/en/News/2022/12/La-Poste-strengthens-its-commitment-to-combatting-violence-against-women
5.https://www.coe.int/en/web/istanbul-convention/conference-joining-forces-applying-the-cybercrime-frame-to-digital-vioo-
lence-against-women-
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- 37% of women in France have faced forced sexual encounters, 
while 14% have been a victim of sexual assault or rape, 
according to a recent survey;

- Only 20% of the respondents say “men and women have equal 
standing in the professional world,” while 93% say “men and 
women are not treated the same way in at least one area of 
the society.”;

- Rape and forced sexual relations are the most worrying case-
scenarios1;

- Homicides within the home increased by 16% in 2019, and 
80% of the 173 victims were women2; and

- Among the women aged 18-24 questioned, 15% say they 
have been beaten by their partner or ex-partner. This rose to 
20% among women aged 50-643.

Homeless Women
Homelessness is a critical social issue in France. Estimates suggest 

that it affects over 140,000 people, with 30,000 of them being 
children. Homeless people in France don’t have a great survival 
rate, either. In 2018 alone, 566 homeless people died nationwide. 
Homelessness in France, especially among women, results from 
systemic and social barriers. Poverty, unemployment, rising rent, 
domestic violence, legal problems, drug abuse, and mental and 
physical illness are all significant factors. Domestic abuse and 
violence affect people in many ways. One of these is forcing the 
victims to leave their homes4.

- Homelessness constitutes “a risk of entry into prostitution” for 
immigrant women, according to the Abbé Pierre Foundation, 
which published a report on poor housing in France5;

- The French Foundation Against Execution says: “In addition 
1. https://www.trtworld.com/europe/younger-generations-most-affected-by-sexual-assaults-in-france-report-64851
2.https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/violence-against-women-and-girls-in-france#:~:text=Violence%20against%20women%20
and%20domestic,the%20173%20victims%20were%20women.
3. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/23/sexism-in-france-is-alarming-and-getting-worse-says-report
4. https://caufsociety.com/homelessness-in-france/
5. https://www.fondation-abbe-pierre.fr/sites/default/files/2023-01/REML2023_WEB.pdf
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to forced prostitution in the context of prostitution rings, 
homelessness can lead to prostitution as a means of regaining 
financial autonomy and a housing solution.”;

- In France, a lack of housing is a possible factor in entering 
prostitution, but it also appears to be an obstacle when a 
woman wishes to stop prostituting herself;

- There are 330,000 homeless people in France, 30,000 more 
than the previous year. 10% of all homeless people are 
women;

- Precariousness affects single mothers even more, and a third 
of them are poor;

- Among those who live in precarious and undersized housing, 
40% are single mothers with one child, and 59% are women 
with at least three children, compared to 20% of the general 
population1;

- People living below the poverty line find it difficult to afford 
housing. Their poor financial condition deprives them of 
adequate shelter. Somewhere around 463,000 people in Paris 
live below the poverty line2;

- The number of homeless people stagnated at 143,000 until 
2020, but reached 300,000 in 20213; and

- Depaul, a French charity, revealed in 2022 that 25% of their 
women-only accommodation service users in 2021 were 
women. There are currently insufficient services available 
for homeless single women. Of the 681 women the charity 
supported, 297 were single women4.

1.https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/46725/france-lack-of-housing-puts-migrant-women-at-risk-of-falling-into-prostitution#:~:text==-
Women%20make%20up%2010%25%20of,people%20in%20France%20are%20women.
2. https://caufsociety.com/homelessness-in-france/
3. https://www.statista.com/statistics/1085952/number-homeless-france/
4. https://depaulfrance.org/
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Women in Prisons
French prisons reached record levels of inmates in 2022, with 

72,809 languishing behind bars. The French Ministry of Justice 
says prison density in the country has reached 120%, with some 
2,225 prisoners having to sleep on mattresses on the floor. This 
comes after the European Court of Human Rights condemned 
prison conditions in France in 20201.

- Among the prisoners, 3.6% are women, and 0.8% are minors2;
- The number of female prisoners has grown much faster than 

that of males since 2000;
- While the number of women and girls in prison has grown 

by almost 60%3, the male prison population increased by 
around 22%4; and

- Only 6 out of every 1,000 sexual assaults are found guilty in court.

Women’s Jobs & Poverty
Women in France received an average gross pension of €1,154 

in 2020, 40% less than the €1,931 earned by men. This disparity 
falls to 28% (€1,401 against €1,955) when taking into account the 
survivor’s pensions received when a spouse dies.5

- The average age at which people leave the labor market is 
60.4 for men and 60.9 for women6;

- 70% of people living on less than a dollar a day are women, as 
are two-thirds of illiterates;

- Women are discriminated against in all areas of society, such 
as in employment, education, health, and governance7;

1. https://www.euronews.com/2022/11/28/french-prison-population-reaches-a-record-120-capacity

2. This fifth edition of the World Female Imprisonment List, by Helen Fair and Roy Walmsley, shows that more than 740,000 
women and girls are in prison globally.
3. https://idpc.net/news/2022/10/world-female-prison-population-up-by-60-since-2000

4. The List is published by the Institute for Crime & Justice Policy Research (ICPR) at Birkbeck, University of London. The 
List provides information on the number and percentage of female prisoners in almost all countries across world.
5. https://drees.solidarites-sante.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/2022-05/05-Le%20niveau%20des%20pensions_1.pdf
6. https://www.ft.com/content/b24126e3-173d-4dac-be5a-ffc5a4957219
7. https://www.afd.fr/en/page-thematique-axe/gender-equality
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- Women are the majority in low-paid jobs. They are also three 
times more likely to work part-time than men. Men earn 22% 
more than women;

- The top five industries for citizens in the workforce are 
domestic help, care assistants, mothers’ helpers, and sales 
assistants. They are five times more likely to work in the 
cleaning sector than non-immigrant women1;

- Between 2006 and 2021, men remained in the majority of top 
jobs2;

- On average, women in France earn 15.8% less than men3;
- More than one-third – 37% – of French women say they have 

been subject to non-consensual sex;
- Of the 18- to 24-year-olds polled, 22% say they have 

suffered a sexual assault or rape; and
- 80% of women reveal they have been less well-treated in 

work, public space, school, or family because of their sex. 
37% of men are of the same view4.

1. https://www.rfi.fr/en/international/20221108-france-works-towards-gender-equality-in-top-jobs-while-uk-women-are-still-struggling
2. https://www.statista.com/statistics/787232/number-assets-by-sex-la-france/
3.https://www.connexionfrance.com/article/French-news/Gender-pay-gap-Women-in-France-work-for-free-from-today
4. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jan/23/sexism-in-france-is-alarming-and-getting-worse-says-report


