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Introduction

Human rights are universal and interrelated, interdependent,
indivisible and inalienable to which people are entitled by virtue of being
human and irrespective of nationality, ethnic origin, race, language, color;,
religion, and gender. Considered an ideal and a valuable achievement
from the perspective of Islam, world culture and civilization, human
rights are rooted in the history of religions and civilizations, including
that of Iran. Numerous proofs speak of the dignity and status of human
rights among Iranians. Islam, as the official religion of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, has fundamental links with human rights. The Holy
Quran'’s strong emphases, the Holy Prophet’s noble teachings (peace be
upon him), and the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them) oblige every
human being to observe and respect human dignity and the importance
and value of the individual’s responsibility towards God and society in
order to actively participate in the process of improving the affairs of
the community while controlling his/her actions and behavior in line
with the collective interests. The Islamic Republic of Iran has drawn
a clear and solid framework for the protection of human rights. As a
national covenant, the Constitution contains specific provisions vis-a-
vis the nation’s rights, which implies protecting and promoting human
rights: Protecting human dignity and respecting human rights is one of
the prominent policies of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a committed
member of the United Nations, and is based upon religious precepts and
[slamic rationality. Protecting dignity, high human values and freedom
combined with responsibility before God is one of the foundations of
the Establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is emphasized
under Article 2 of the Constitution. In order to realize such a goal and on
the strength of Article 3 of the Constitution, the Government is obliged
to exert all efforts for the following objectives:

- Ensuring political and social freedoms within the framework of
the law;

- The participation of the public in determining their political,
economic, social and cultural fate;



- Abolishing all forms of discrimination and providing equitable
opportunities for everyone in all material and spiritual fields;

- Free education and physical training for everyone at all levels, and
the facilitation and expansion of higher education;

- The planning of a correct and just economic system in accordance
with Islamic criteria in order to create welfare, eliminate poverty,
and abolish all forms of deprivation with respect to food, housing,
work, healthcare, and the provision of social insurance; and

- Securing the multifarious rights of all citizens, both women and
men, and providing fair legal protection for all, as well as the
equality of all before the law.

The compilation of the Human Rights Vision Document is emblematic
of the commitment and will of the Islamic Republic of Iran to support,
respect and promote human rights. Moreover, the design of legal
frameworks and the Establishment of relevant institutions confirm the
central role of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s policies,
procedures, and laws. In order to achieve the goals specified in the
Constitution appertaining to the rights of the nation and human rights
based upon Islamic precepts and teachings, and with the coordination
and cooperation of the relevant institutions, especially those which are
members of the High Council for Human Rights?, and also in consultation

1. In a meeting dated 31 December 2005, the Supreme National Security Council approved that in order to
focus the activities of the Establishment in the field of human rights and optimal use of facilities and more
accurate implementation of decisions, the High Council for Human Rights be formed with the following
composition, and obliged all the concerned parties to cooperate and coordinate therewith: The Chief of the
Judiciary as the Head of the High Council for Human Rights, the Secretary of the Council, the Attorney-
General, the Chief of the Supreme Court, the Minister of Justice, the Head of the General Inspection
Organization, the Head of the State Prisons Organization, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister of
Intelligence, the Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, the Minister of the Interior, the deputies of legal
and international security of the Secretariat of the Supreme National Security Council, the Commander of
the Law Enforcement Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and two experienced lawyers or judges.
As per the enactment, the duties and responsibilities of the High Council for Human Rights are to design,
direct and follow up on all matters related to human rights at the domestic, foreign and international levels
with the cooperation and coordination of the relevant institutions. It is noted that according to the proposal
of the High Council for Human Rights (HCHR) in its meeting dated October 25, 2022, approved by the

Supreme National Security Council, the following legal entities were added to the composition of the HCHR:



with non-governmental organizations and researchers, the Council
has compiled the Human Rights Vision Document. The Document’s

most salient approach is to change the situation from event-oriented to
problem-oriented. This Document was approved during the meeting of
the High Council for Human Rights held on 25 October 2022.2

The Establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran is based upon the

followings:

1. Participation and religious democracy;

2. A society benefiting from fundamental rights and legitimate free-
doms;

3. A society aware of its rights and promotion of a culture of respect
for human rights;
Establishing norms in the field of human rights;
Establishing fair judicial security;
Ensuring comprehensive rights of everyone, both men and wom-
en, within the framework of law;

7. Consolidating the status of the family as the fundamental unit of
society and the main center of human growth and excellence; and

8. Venerating and promoting respect for the status of women in the

domestic and international arena.

Vice President for Women and Family Affairs, Head of the Broadcasting Organization, Head of the National

Security and Foreign Policy Commission of the Parliament, The Chief of General Headquarter of the Armed

Forces, Chief of the Intelligence Organization of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.

2. The rights and freedoms mentioned in the Document, are subject to compliance with Islamic Sharia and

laws.
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Concepts

Vision: It represents an image of what the Country wants to achieve in
the field of human rights.

Mission Statement: It is a sentence or a phrase by which the
existential philosophy of the organization is specified, and the purpose
of an organization is distinguished from that of a similar one.

Purpose: As far as planning is concerned, the purpose is the end
towards which planning is directed.

Strategy: It is a tool by which human rights can achieve their long-
term objectives.

Strategic Planning: It is a tool that enables organizations to embark
on a suitable path to continue their activity or grow and expand while
knowing the environment and following it in a continuous manner.
Planning means taking decisions in the present to achieve goals in the
future and determining the implementation steps and mechanisms
necessary to achieve the results. The realization of strategic planning
requires setting more detailed objectives, developing operational plans,

allocating resources, and budgeting.
[ |

Basics of Values

1. Inherence & Divinity of Human Rights: According to Islamic
teachings, all men are equal in nature; and, human rights are based
upon the pure essence of human beings and are considered as
essential values.

2. Human Dignity: On the strength of divine teachings, all human
beings have inherent dignity, and God has honored and made
human superior to all natural beings. Such a right has been
bestowed upon everyone notwithstanding religion, gender, color,
race, and language.

3. Rightto Life: It is the first inherent right and a blessing of God, the
protection of which is necessary and a religious duty. In various
verses, the Holy Quran lists the essence of life as God’s mercy, and



protecting oneselfand othersisanintellectual and moral obligation.
Humans’ right to life is in force from embryo formation until death.
As stipulated in the Universal Islamic Declaration of Human Rights,
protecting the right to life is obligatory, and deprivation of one’s
life without legal permission is impermissible.

Right to Equality Before Law & Non-Discrimination: All people,
both men and women, are equally protected by the law and enjoy all
human, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. The right to
access facilities and opportunities, eliminating discrimination, and
creating fair facilities for everyone in order to realize objectives and
ideals and reach human and divine goals is a sheer and apparent
necessity.

Right to a Fair Trial: In addition to enjoying the right to a fair
trial, all people are equal before the law, which must be applied
to everyone in the absence of discrimination. The presumption of
innocence is a matter of principle, and no one is pronounced guilty
according to the law unless the crime attributed thereto is proven
in a competent court. No one can be arrested except according
to the order determined by the law. The arraignment and the
initiation of judicial proceedings shall be done within the legally
defined times. Litigation is the indisputable right of everyone, and
anyone can refer to the competent courts to file a lawsuit; no one
can be prohibited from the court to which they have the right to
refer according to the law. In all courts, the parties have the right
to choose a lawyer. If they are unable to choose an attorney, they
should be provided with the facilities to appoint a lawyer. Handing
sentences to punish and execution thereof shall be only through a
competent court and by virtue of the law. In this regard, according
to legal criteria, it is the right of everyone to lodge an appeal against
court rulings. Any torture to extract a confession or information is
prohibited. Forcing a person to testify, confess or take an oath is
impermissible, and such testimony, confession, or oath has no value
and validity; and, the perpetrator shall be punished according to



the law. Insulting the honor and dignity of a person who has been
arrested, detained, imprisoned or exiled according to the law is -
in whatever form - prohibited and punishable.

Enjoyment of Economic & Social Rights: Providing working
conditions and facilities for everyone in order to achieve full
employment, the freedom to choose a job (it should not be against
Islam and the public interest and the rights of others), enjoying
social security, healthcare services, medical care and education,
possessing a house commensurate with the needs, eradicating
poverty and constraints, ownership resulting from a legitimate
business and protecting the environment as a public demand, are
all among the rights that everyone should enjoy.

Right to Security: Everyone has the right to security of person;
and, no one has the right to deprive others of such a right. The right
to security includes individual and collective dimensions as well as
financial, life, political, social and cultural freedoms provided by
the Government.

Right to Freedom in Accordance with Law: The existence of
legitimate freedoms within the framework of laws is one of the
accepted human rights values. Freedom, independence, unity
and territorial integrity are indivisible principles in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. Other principles cannot be ignored in the name
of any of those mentioned hereinabove. Enjoying and maintaining
freedom in any society is subject to adherence to laws, social
responsibilities, and mutual respect. In this framework, the
inquisition of opinions is forbidden, and no one can be molested
and questioned for merely holding an opinion. Publications and the
press have freedom of expression within the framework of the law
and provided they respect the rights of others. Parties, political or
trade associations, as well as Islamic associations, or pertaining to
one of the recognized religious minorities, are permitted provided
they do not violate the principles of independence, freedom,
national unity, and the criteria of Islam. No one may be prevented
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from participating in the aforementioned groups, or be compelled
to participate therein.

Cultural Diversity: Respecting differences as well as accepting
and recognizing cultural diversity guarantee a culture of peace and
human rights worldwide.

Family as Fundamental Unit of Society: Family is considered
to be the foundation of individual peace and social excellence,
and protection thereof is a supreme value. The family, in Islamic
teachings, is the center of human identity, which plays the primary
role in the advancement and growth of human and divine values.
A safe and ideal society adhering to sublime moral, humane, and
human rights values will only be realized with the existence of
strong and spiritual-oriented families. Since the family is the
fundamental unit of the society, all laws, regulations and pertinent
plannings shall tend to facilitate the formation of the family
(resulting from the marriage of a man and a woman), safeguard
the sanctity thereof and the stability of family relations based upon
the law and ethics.

11.Developmentofjustice: Expandingand promoting comprehensive

justice is the basis for social evolution and human excellence.
Striving to maintain and expand justice in all economic, social,
political and cultural fields is an essential human rights value.
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Playing the role of a guide, the mission in an organization defines
the limits of activities thereof. Within the framework of a specific
mandate, the organization may follow different perspectives and paths.
Choosing the vision as the optimal point of the future shall be based
upon the particular characteristics of the organization - including
strengths, weaknesses, and core competencies thereof - and the
conditions governing the organization’s environment, which includes
environmental opportunities and threats. That is why, the vision will be
unique if appropriately outlined.



Owing to its cultural, religious and historical characteristics, all of
which rely upon moral principles as well as Islamic, national and
Revolution values, the Islamic Republic of Iran — in the 2026 Horizon
— will be a State that continues to emphasize upon religious democracy,
social justice, legitimate freedoms, preservation of human dignity and
the rights of people while benefiting from judicial and social security as
well as a privileged and leading position in the development of inspiring
concepts of human rights at the regional and international level. The
Islamic Republic of Iran, while relying upon the eternal power of
God Almighty, reviving the culture and establishing the new Islamic
civilization of Iran, and benefiting from elevated and righteous people
who have been nurtured in the School of Islam and Revolution, will
become the flag-bearer for the development of justice and the norm
maker in the field of human rights.

Based upon religious principles, national and universally accepted
international values, and on the strength of the Noble Holy Quran® as
well as the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him), the
High Council for Human Rights emphasizes the implementation and full
respect for the dignity and rights of human beings. Accordingly, when
human dignity is violated or abused at the national or international
level, the High Council for Human Rights tries to take a stand and provide
enlightenment.

Revivingand promotingIslamichumanrights,explainingthetheoretical
and practical shortcomings and weaknesses of liberalism-oriented
human rights, playing a role in unmasking and following up on the

3. “And We have indeed dignified the Children of Adam, carried them on land and sea, granted them good and
lawful provisions, and privileged them far above many of Our creatures.” (The Holy Quran, 17:70)

11
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violations of the human rights of Muslims and the oppressed, vindicating
the rights of the Iranian nation and citizens in human rights forums and
increasing the cost of any violations thereof, monitoring and following
up on the vindication of people’s rights inside the Country, designing,
promoting and prioritizing human rights dialogues with other States,
designing interactions with international human rights institutions and
organizations, strengthening public diplomacy, rendering support to
related non-governmental groups and organizations, and presenting
the human rights achievements of the Islamic Republic of Iran are
among the missions assigned to the High Council for Human Rights.
To the extent possible and necessary, the High Council for Human
Rights responds to the doubts and ambiguities of human rights and
prepares detailed reports of events and trends. Benefitting from
modern technologies, knowledge, skills and knowledgeable and expert
non-governmental individuals, the High Council for Human Rights
- operating as a human rights watch - tries to identify, examine and
measure the existing impediments to the realization of human rights
and strives for the sustainability of growth and development as well as
justice and fairness. The essential characteristic of the High Council for
Human Rights is the adaptation of the actions of the executive bodies
with the existing regulations and laws that emphasize human rights.
Public opinion vis-a-vis the executives’ performance and the High
Council for Human Rights’ reaction thereto is of paramount importance.
It acts independently, impartially, and professionally in any arbitration
or criticism of the performance of domestic and foreign natural and
legal persons.
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Strategies: Principles & Doctrine

Inspired by religious, moral and national values, the Islamic Republic
of Iran’s approach vis-a-vis human rights is strategic. On the strength
of Article 152 of the Constitution, the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran is based upon the rejection of all forms of domination,
both the exertion of it and submission to it, the preservation of the
independence of the Country in all aspects and its territorial integrity,
the defense of the rights of all Muslims and non-alignment with respect
to the hegemonic superpowers in mutually peaceful relations with non-
belligerent States. Furthermore, as per Article 154 of the Constitution,
the goal and ideal of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s foreign policy is human
felicity throughout human society, and it considers the attainment
of independence, freedom, and the rule of justice and truth to be the
right of all people of the world. By virtue of Paragraph 16 of Article 3 of
the Constitution, fraternal commitment to all Muslims and unsparing
support to the freedom of the oppressed peoples of the world are
among the duties assigned to the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran. The Supreme Leader’s human rights guidelines are emblematic
of the strategic view and policies of the Establishment in the field of
human rights. From this point of view, human rights and the rights that
God Almighty has determined for human beings shall be fully respected
for-all people and in all cases.* On the other hand, the Supreme Leader
has consistently denounced the instrumentalization and violations of
human rights, honor and dignity by the soi-disant champions of human
rights and emphasized upon the need to defend the rights of Muslim
and oppressed nations.

1. Islamic nature of the political system of the Islamic Republic of Iran;
2. The political system being a servant of the people;

3. Respecting human rights and maintaining citizenship rights;

4. Respecting the rule of law, fundamental rights, and freedoms;

5. Public_participation of citizens in_determining their political,

4. Statement made by the Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran during a meeting with judicial officials dated
13 January 1993.

13
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economic, social and cultural fate (religious democracy);
Developing and promoting Islamic human rights teachings;

Transparency and responsibility in supporting and promoting
human rights;

Non-discrimination based upon race, color, language, gender,
religion, etc., in the enjoyment of rights by people;

Paying particular attention to the rights of women and children and
people in vulnerable situations;

Participating in developing, promoting and implementing human
rights laws and obligations.

Purposes of Strategies

The Human Rights Vision Document of the Islamic Republic of Iran,

while considering the governing documents and the Constitution, seeks

to achieve the following goals in the field of human rights:

1.

Developing and explaining the capacity and teachings of human
rights, and promoting public awareness of rights and duties to
deepen the culture of religious democracy and respect for human
rights;

Laying the groundwork, strengthening and developing the processes
and structures for the protection of human and citizenship rights,
and paying attention to the follow-up on violations of the rights of
people;

Protecting human and citizenship rights in national policies, laws,
and regulations;

Promoting the enjoining good and forbidding wrong in order
to implement Article 8 of the Constitution and Article 22 of the
Universal Islamic Declaration of Human Rights;

Strengthening coordination between different institutions
regarding activities and measures related to human rights;



Promoting human rights inside the Country, especially asserting,
respecting and protecting the rights of religious minorities, people
and those in vulnerable situations;

7. Monitoring human rights violations in the domestic and
international arena;

8. Dealing with the phenomenon of anti-Islamism and promoting
respect for the rights of Muslims in the world;

9. Introducing and publishing the human rights views of the Islamic
Republic of Iran at the global level;

10. Guaranteeing people’s enjoyment of constitutional rights and
legitimate freedoms in accordance with the Constitution;

11. Identifying the processes that violate people’s rights and human
rights harms in executive bodies and striving to resolve them;

12. Norm marking in the field of human rights;

13. Developing fair judicial security;

14. Honoring and promoting respect for the status of women in the
domestic and international arenas; and

15. Dealing with instrumentalization and politicization of human
rights.

Strategies

According to the basics of values, principles, doctrine, purposes, and
analysis of environmental elements, the most important human rights

strategies of the Islamic Republic of Iran are enumerated as hereinuder:

1.

Monitoring and making demands about the situation of human
rights inside and outside the Country;

Developing, promoting, and protecting human rights based upon
Islamic principles and foundations, national regulations and laws
as well as human rights commitments;

Explaining the theoretical and practical weaknesses of liberalism-
based human rights as well as exposing and pursuing human rights

15
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violations in States considered so-called champions of human
rights;

Raising awareness about human rights, how to face examples of
violations thereof, and ways to support and promote such rights;
Explaining and promoting human rights policies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the international arena;

Making stakeholders accountable and responsible in the field of
protection, promotion, and violation of human rights;

Directing particular focus toward the human rights of vulnerable
people and groups; and

Explaining the human rights achievements of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in the national and international arenas.

Responsibility of Stakeholders

1.

The executive bodies and State institutions shall respect the rights
of the people in accordance with the Constitution and pay due
attention to promoting, supporting, and strengthening the rights
of citizens, both at the national and provincial levels;

As per the Enactment of the Supreme National Security Council
dated 31 December 2005, the High Council for Human Rights is
responsible for designing, guiding and following up on all matters
related to human rights with the cooperation and coordination of
the relevant institutions, and shall have to plan in such a way that
- in addition to benefiting from the existing capacities in scientific,
academic and research societies, government institutions and
non-governmental institutes, and by using effective and efficient
human resources - it will become the national drive in the field of
human rights; and

In their activities, in addition to respecting the rights of individuals
and respecting the rule of law, parties, groups, organizations, and
associations shall strive to promote and expand the teachings
of human and citizenship rights within the framework of the
Constitution and the scope of their charters.



Allocation and effective and efficient use of material and human
resources is considered an essential element in planning in order to
monitor and implement the human rights strategy.

1.

The High Council for Human Rights will plan in such a way that -
in addition to benefiting from the existing capacities in scientific,
academic and research societies, government institutions and
non-governmental institutes, and by using effective and efficient
human resources - it will become the specialized authority in the
field of human rights; and

The executive bodies and revolutionary institutions will try to
provide the necessary resources for implementing this strategy
within the framework of the Country’s budget regulations. A special
effort will be made to ensure that the Human Rights Headquarters
receives an independent budget under the Country’s annual
budget.

1.

Annual implementation plans are compiled in order to implement
the Document; and

The Secretariat of the High Council for Human Rights is tasked
with designing and compiling the implementation plan through
coordination and cooperation with the relevant institutions and
benefiting from other capacities. The High Council for Human
Rights will approve the annual executive plan.

1.

The Human Rights Vision Document of the Islamic Republic of
Iran is considered a fundamental document in promoting and
protecting human rights;

17
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While monitoring the performance of other actors in protecting
human rights, the High Council for Human Rights evaluates the
implementation of the aforesaid Document and executive programs
in cooperation with executive bodies, including the Administration,
the Judiciary, the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Parliament) and
non-governmental organizations. Once a year, the Secretary of the
High Council for Human Rights will submit a report concerning
the implementation of the abovenamed Document to the Council
and the members thereof for review and making the necessary
decisions. The Secretariat of the High Council for Human Rights
will also compile and publish annual reports on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran for public information;

In order to monitor the progress and possible problems in the
implementation of the strategy and executive plans, monthly
meetings will be held within the framework of the Coordination
Council of the High Council for Human Rights; and

The strategic Document in question is prepared for five years and
will be updated according to developments and conditions.



