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Prevalence of Crime & Violence Against Women'

Sweden is no exception to femicide and crimes against women.?
According to official reports, in 2020, 788 women were murdered
by an intimate partner, a family member, or a relative in 17 EU
Member States. In Sweden, 13 women were killed by their intimate
partner in 2020.> New figures have been released on the murder
and femicide committed by intimate partners from 2014 to 2021.*

In May 2021, six women were killed in just five weeks in Sweden,
reigniting debatesaboutdomesticviolence.In2020, 16,461 assault
cases were reported against women in a close relationship in
Sweden. Thatisa%15.4 rise on the 2019 figure of 14,261, reported
by the National Council for Crime Prevention. The number of
confirmed homicides in Sweden over the last ten years peaked in
2020 when 124 homicides were registered.” The crime rate was
around 15,000 per 100,000 inhabitants over the past ten years.°®
In 2021, about 700 women were imprisoned. The recent wave of
killings comes amidst growing concerns about violence toward
women in Sweden.’

Domestic Violence

- According to estimates by the National Council for Crime
Prevention (BRA), atleast 7% of the Swedish population is exposed
yearly to domestic violence, both men and women, in roughly equal
parts. However, women are much more likely to report recurring
violence and end up hospitalized;

1.https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en/countries/europe/sweden?formofviolence=fa5fe
48636e4d3882bbd2ebbf29bd60#4
2.https://www.humanrightspulse.com/mastercontentblog/domestic-violence-rising-in-sweden-has-the-
swedish-model-failed

3. https://eige.europa.eu/gender-equality-index/2022 /domain/violence/SE

4. https://www.statista.com/statistics /533961 /sweden-number-of-homicides-by-gender/

5. https://www.statista.com/statistics /533917 /sweden-number-of-homicides/

6. https://www.statista.com/statistics /533790 /sweden-rate-of-crimes/
7. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-56977771
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- According to BRA, during 2020, there was a 1% increase in total
reported crime compared to the same period of the previous year?;

- Several factors show domestic violence has increased since the
COVID-19 outbreak and continued even during 2022. According
to BRA’s preliminary statistics, rape of women over 18 in the first
half of 2020 has increased by 4% compared to the previous year;

- Among the reported assault crimes against adult women in the
first half of 2020, it was most common (79%) that the crime was
committed by a person known to the victim;

- Unizon?, Sweden’s national federation, says that applicants for
support have increased between 20 and 40% compared to pre-
pandemic levels®; and

-Inthetenth periodicreportof Sweden on howitimplemented
the provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women, an expert of the Committee
on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women criticized
the Nordic country for a rise in gender-based violence®.

Sexual Violence

- The total number of reported cases of sexual offenses increased
from 2012 to 2021. Whereas a total number of over 15,000 sexual
crimes were reported in 2012, this had risen to nearly 27,000 by 2021;

- The highest number of these were cases of sexual molestation,
followed by rape. Especially the number of reported cases of rape
increased over the period, from 6,300 in 2012 to 9,700 in 20215

- The Crime Prevention Council’s national personal security
survey in 2017 revealed that young women in their late teens

1.https://www.hhs.se/en/about-us/news/site-publications/2020/domestic-violence---the-case-of-sweden-during-
the-pandemic/

2.It represents over 130 Swedish women’s shelters, young women’s empowerment centres and other
support services.
3.https://www.humanrightspulse.com/mastercontentblog/domestic-violence-rising-in-sweden-has-the-
swedish-model-failed
4.https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2021/10/experts-committee-elimination-discrimination-
against-women-commend-swedens

5. https://www.statista.com/statistics /1177271 /number-of-reported-cases-of-sexual-offence-in-sweden-
by-type/




and beyond are over-represented among those who say they have
been victims of sexual offenses. The recently published population
survey, dubbed Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in
Sweden, also shows that 57% of young women in the 16-29 age
group state that they have been victims of sexual harassment at
some time. 55% of the same target group have experienced sexual
assault;

- The Swedish Work Environment Authority’s 2018 survey also
shows that young women are the most frequent victims of sexual
harassment. 30% of women aged 16-29 had been subjected to
sexual harassment by managers, colleagues and/or other persons
atwork during the previous 12 months. A quarter of young women
in the same age group had been subjected to sexual harassment by
customers, patients, clients, passengers or pupils, for example?;

- Some critics of government policymaking in Sweden believe
raping Swedish women is becoming a right for men. Swedish
women are afraid to report rapes because they might be accused
of hate crimes by the police? and

- A 2021 Swedish research center report says within 2000 to
2015, a total of 3,039 offenders were convicted of rape against a
woman in Sweden. According to the researchers, Swedish-born
offenders with Swedish-born parents accounted for 40.8% of the
offenders.?

Women’s Jobs, Wages & Poverty

- According to a EUROSTAT study, women'’s poverty rate was
16.30 % in 2021%

- Nearly 20 years after the introduction of the points-based
pension system in Sweden, a significant disparity in pension

1. https://swedishgenderequalityagency.se/men-s-violence-against-women/sexual-harassment/
2.https://euvsdisinfo.eu/report/in-sweden-raping-women-is-becoming-a-right-for-men-of-colour#
3. https://unherd.com/2021/04 /swedens-migrant-rape-crisis/

4 https://tradingeconomics.com/sweden/at-risk-of-poverty-rate-females-eurostat-data. html#:~:text=Sweden%20
%2D%20At%20Risk%200f%20Poverty%20rate%3A%20Females%20was%2016.30%25,EUROSTAT%20
on%20February%200f%202023.
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payouts remains, with women receiving on average 30% less than
men?;

- According to Statistics Sweden'’s bi-annual report on gender
equality from 2022, 10% of the companies listed on the Stockholm
Stock Exchange had women chairpersons;

- The employment rate among men was higher than among
women for all years considered. In 2022, it was 71.8% among men
and 66% among women?;

- In 2021, female workers in Sweden earned, on average, 26,400
Swedish kronor on a monthly basis, while the average salary for
men in the same class was 30,000 per month. The difference was
higher for civil servants. Men earned 47,6000 kronor a month,
compared to just above 40,000 kronor for women?;

- While women have a higher education level, men’s income is
slightly higher than the opposite sex. The average women'’s income
was 96% of that of their male counterparts;

- In a 2022 survey about attitudes toward gender equality, equal
pay for equal work was considered the most importantissue facing
women and girls in Sweden today*;

-Ina 2020 statement by the Swedish Trade Union Confederation,
only four out of ten women work full time, meaning the real gender
gap in take-home pay is much larger than it appears®; and

- In 2022, the unemployment rate among men was 7%,
compared to eight for women. The general unemployment
rate was %7.5 in 2022.°

1. https://www.lemonde.fr/en/economy/article/2023/01/23/on-pensions-swedish-women-
lag-behind-ben_6012664_19.html#:~:text=According%?20t0%20a%20study%?20by,0f%20
them%20falling%?20into%Z20poverty.

2.https://www.statista.com/statistics /527674 /sweden-employment-by-type-of-employment-
and-gender/
3.https://www.statista.com/statistics /740048 /monthly-salary-in-sweden-by-gender-and-
class/#:~:text=In%202021%2C%?20female%20workers%?20in,above%2040%2C000%20
kronor%:20for%20women.

4. https://www.statista.com/statistics /528596 /sweden-women-s-average-earnings/

5. https://www.thelocal.se/20220308/part-time-work-worsens-swedish-women-pay-deficit-
union/

6.https://www.statista.com/statistics /527308 /sweden-unemployment-rate-by-gender/




